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Maria Pintos-Lopez 

In the Needlecraft group, Maria’s ability as a knitter is 
well known. She knits prolifically for grandchildren, 
friends and KOGO (Knit One Give One), and 
contributes a lot to the general class chatter in her 
cheerful and friendly way.  

Less well known is her passion for writing, which 
began when she was 13.  Writing in her native 
Spanish, she wrote short stories for the second of 
three books produced by artsACT in Canberra in 1995. 
In the book, ‘Bridges’, published by Encuentro Inc., 
Maria’s stories were brought to life by artists using 
hand movements to illustrate the characters  and 
events captured in the stories. They have now been 
translated into English. 

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Maria was the third of five children. Her father came from a poor 
family in the mountains of Spain, but fell in love with the sea after travelling there alone at age 13. He 
never looked back. Later, he married in Argentina and set up a highly successful glass factory, enabling 
his family to live an easy life and his children to attend private schools. Maria went to university and 
obtained a BA in Social Work. Her father had to return to Spain to do his military service. He was in the 
last group to swear loyalty to the King of Spain. 

In 1968, Maria’s sister-in-law, living in Canberra, persuaded Maria and her husband and son to visit 
Australia. They planned to come for three years but the three years stretched to 1982, during which 
time, a second son was born. The family returned to Argentina but the tough living conditions under a 
dictatorship rule drove them back to Canberra three years later. While there, Maria worked as a social 
worker in child protection and foster care and gained a Diploma in Translating. Later, she moved to 
Melbourne to be near one of her two lawyer sons and her adored grandchildren. When she first arrived 
in Australia, Maria found it difficult to adjust to a different culture and lifestyle but now finds it easy, 
compared with the lifestyle in Argentina. 

Maria joined U3A Darebin for the companionship. She enjoys the Needlecraft group, but still hopes a 
Writing Skills class will be offered so she can practice and expand her writing interests and abilities. 
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